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DETAILED ACTION 
Reopened Prosecution 

In view of the Appeal brief filed on 12/05/2005, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. A new Office Action is set forth below. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPB^s-approved of reopening prosecution by 

signing below: CHWS KEULEY 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
KELLEY CHRISTOPHER S. ^HNOLOGY CENTER 2600 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



1 . Claims 19-21 , and 37-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Slezak (US 6006257). 

Claim 19, Slezak discloses for example, "at some point a truck is highlighted 
in a scene, secondary programming material can be interleaved which present an 
advertisement related to a local truck dealer carrying a similar model of truck being 
shown in the primary programming." In view of that, One of ordinary skill in the art 
would understand that at certain point in time TO, when the screen display a scene 
with a truck, a action event, i.e., "highlighted" of the object associated with that 
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action event will be highlighted, in this instant, the "truck" within that scene will be 
"highlighted". As such, "product information" reads on event data or hot 
spot/highlighted data or infomercial data , i.e., synchronizing time data/timing data or 
at what point in time an object within a scene is presented (frame that contents a 
truck), advertisement information, highlighted color; "relating to a product used in the 
entertainment program" reads on infomercial data, synchronizing time or timing data 
for triggering the action event of "highlighted" that relates to the object (truck) within 
a scene of a movie; "information identifying how the product was used in the 
entertainment program" reads on 'data' associated with the highlighted event 
wherein the 'data' is used to indicate when the truck is highlighted, i.e., 
synchronizing time or timing data or at what point in time a object within a scene is 
presented, i.e., the truck, so the action event of highlighted is triggered, and how the 
truck is used in the movie , i.e., the truck within the scene is used as infomercial 
("secondary programming material can be interleaved which present an 
advertisement related to a local truck dealer carrying a similar model of truck being 
shown in the primary programming.") In view of that Slezak (Col. 4, lines 14-20) 
meets the claimed limitation "the product information includes information identifying 
how the product was used in the entertainment program" and a local database 
storing the product information (secondary information; Fig. 1 , el. 524; Fig. 2, el. 38 
and Fig. 3, el. 78; Col. 5, lines 10-22; Col. 6, lines 43-45 and Col. 7, lines 34-36); 

Slezak does not clearly disclose a terminal coupled to a central controller, to 
enter product data into the central controller system that allows a viewer to purchase 
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products shown in an entertainment program (read on operator data entry), the 
terminal comprising means for entering product information relating to a product 
used in the entertainment program; and means for transmitting to the central 
controller the product information stored in the local database. 

Because Slezak discloses various programming database that store primary 
and secondary programming material (product information) in which various subject 
matters can be defined in relationship to the secondary video programming (product 
information) and assigned number as a record with the respective timing in the 
primary video programming (the entertainment program). Therefore, one of ordinary 
skill in the art would have been obvious to modify Slezak to have a terminal coupled 
to a central controller (video server 520a of Fig. 1 ) as a data entry terminal so that a 
data-entry operator could perform data entry product and product related 
information, and remotely transmitted to the database that reside remotely from the 
data entry terminal so to provide to user related addition information of a related 
product advertisement during the TV program scene as disclosed. 

Claim 20, Slezak discloses various programming database that store primary 
and secondary programming material (product information) in which various subject 
matters can be defined in relationship to the secondary video programming (product 
information) and assigned number as a record with the respective timing in the 
primary video programming (the entertainment program). Slezak further discloses 
wherein the product information includes information identifying how the product was 
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used in the entertainment program because the "highlighted" action associated with 
an object is an information identifying how the associated object was used in the 
entertainment program, see Col. 4, lines 14-20, as discussed in claim 19; 

Slezak does not clearly disclose "a method for entering product data and 
transmitting the product data to a central controller which allows a viewer to 
purchase products shown in an entertainment program, comprising: Entering 
product information relating to a product used in the entertainment program: Storing 
the entered product information; and transmitting the stored product information to 
the central controller." 

Because of that disclosure, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
obvious to modify Slezak to have a terminal coupled to a central controller (video 
server 520a of Fig. 1 ) as a data entry terminal so that a data-entry operator could 
perform data entry product and product related information, and remotely transmitted 
to the central database that reside remotely from the data entry terminal so to 
provide to user related information of a related product advertisement during the TV 
program scene as disclosed. 

Claim 21, "wherein the step of transmitting comprises the step of: 
Remotely transmitting the stored product information to the central controller". 
As discussed in claim 20, the data-entry terminal could be resided at a remote 
location to the database server. Thus, the entry data must be transmitted to the 
remote database for storage. 
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Claim 37, Slezak discloses a method for allowing entertainment program 
viewers to purchase products shown in an entertainment program (Col. 33-38). 

Slezak does not clearly disclose the step of: "Entering product information 
related to a product used in the entertainment program; Receiving the entered 
product data; Storing the entered product data in a central database;" However, 
Slezak discloses "Accessing from the database information about the product used 
in the entertainment program" (Col. 4, lines 14-19 and Col. 8, lines 32-39). Slezak 
further discloses various programming database that store primary and secondary 
programming material (product information) in which various subject matters can be 
defined in relationship to the secondary video programming (product information) 
and assigned number as a record with the respective timing in the primary video 
programming (the entertainment program). Slezak further discloses wherein the 
product data includes information identifying how the product was used in the 
entertainment program because the "highlighted" action associated with an object is 
an information identifying how the associated object was used in the entertainment 
program, i.e., interactive or commercial or additional information, see Col. 4, lines 
14-20; 

Because of that disclosure, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
obvious to modify Slezak to have a terminal coupled to a central controller (video 
server 520a of Fig. 1 ) as a data entry terminal so that a data-entry operator could 
perform data entry product and product related information into the local database 
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and remotely transmitted to the central database that reside remotely from the data 
entry terminal so Slezak system could be performed as disclosed. 

Claim 38, limitation "wherein the step of entering product data includes the 
substeps of: Storing the entered product information in a local database; and 
remotely transmitting the product information stored in the local database to the 
central database." Is further met by Slezak as discussed in claim 37 in which 
limitation "wherein the product information includes information identifying how the 
product was used in the program" is further met by Slezak (Col. 4, lines 14-20); 

Claim 39, as to "Receiving from the viewer a request about the product shown 
in the entertainment program, the request containing a subset of the product 
information; 

Identifying the product information in the database using the subset of the 
product information; and Sending to the viewer the identified information about the 
product", it is further obvious over Slezak because the search and retrieval 
(request/query) of a item/record of a relational database depends on an index 
related to a product in which the user requests. 

Claim 40, wherein the step of accessing includes the substeps of: 
Receiving a request from an entertainment program viewer about a product 
shown in the entertainment program (Col. 4, lines 14-19 and Col. 8, lines 25-38); 
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As to "Remotely transmitting a query relating to the request; and receiving 
product information about the product identified in the request", it is further obvious 
over Slezak because the search and retrieval (request/query) of a item/record of a 
relational database depends on an index related to a product in which the user 
requests. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7305. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on (571 ) 272-7331 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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